N D what if} being writin of Commerce 
I fkould teli you, Fie is a kind of Divi- 
nity in the Original of Trade, and if I 
{pend one Review to put you in Mind, that 
inthe Order ot Nature, not only made Trade 
lary to the making the Life of Man Eafy, and 
va ‘ds accommodating one Part of the World with 
lat hey might want for their Conveniences, from 
ther part; but alfo qualitied, fuited and adapted 
= Vegetative and Senfitive World, to be fubfervi- 
to the Ufes, Methods and Neceffities which we 
them now put to, by the ingenious Artifts, for 
convenience of Trade ? And it cannot be amifs to ' 
d you, how unfitted for Trade, and how un- 
2 to <arry it onthe World had been, if thefe 
s had not been at firft ordered by the'Wife 
that Governs the World. 
vidence has adapted Nature to Trade, and 
it fubfervient in all its Parts, to the {everal 
Operations of Commerce. 
at a Turn would it give to Affairs of Come 
in the World, if Heaven fhould either 
old the conftant Influences of natural Inftin&s 
he Creatures, or alter any Thing in the firft ftat- 
aw of Things ? 
f Eloaty Bodies, 
non the Surface of the Water, by change of Cli- 
or other Accidents, could affume Gravity, there 
fce would be an end of all Navigation, and a 


ie Bottom in another; if the Law of ‘Gravity, 
ihich every heavy Body tends downward, th d 
r ceafe in-general, or alter in particular Places, 
every Storm of Wind, the Waters of the Sea 
1 fland in Clufters and Heaps, vait Chafms 
d appear in the Deep, and Navigation be. of 
fe Impracticable ; 

ind would be-found in‘all the other Common 

ons of Obedient Nature. — ; 

‘naturally does the Water, mov'd by the 
Winds, flow into every Hollow, and fill up 
cant Part in the Sea ; the innumerable Par- 
diligently croud on the Heels of one another, 
ply’ the Place of thofe.fore’d away, aad thofe 


when his Maker firft made him 


by natural Levity adapted to 


that fwims in one Sea, would immediately fink » 


and innumerable Inftances of 


-nor the Cow be Milk’d; 


‘Sheers; ifthe Ox would not ; 
ter-houfe, to be kill'd, inftead of having the ee 
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that are forc’d from their Place by an_unufual Gutt, 
immediately return to fill up the firft Emptynefs 
they find? When the Ship, ob'd by the Fury of the 
contending Element, and mounted on the Surface of 
a Rolling Body of difordered Water, feems to Be: 
Sagas a vaft Guiph of Deftru@ion, how.do'the 
fame Waves hurry into the Hollow Place, and catch- 
ing icin their foft Arms, prevent its Deftent tothe — 
Solid Bottom, where: it would be dafh’d'in a Thou- 
{and Pieces, and gently raifé it up again by their 
united-Force, and having broughe it to their ‘Sur- 
face, launch it forward to receive the fame kind 
Ufage from the next ? 
us obedient Nature, true to itsown Laws, ‘pre- 

ferves the Communication of one part of the World 
with another, and lays'the Foundation of Commerte, 
which would otherwife be altogether Impracticable 
and Impoffible. 

Let us take a fhort ‘View of the Land; the Sub- 
jection of all the Creation to the Dominion of Man, 

Lord of ‘this Wide, 

mot figral Di+ 


Place we cal] the World, is tome the 
that can be. 


fcovery of a Sovereign Invifible Power, 
found in the whole Frame of it. f 

‘What has made'the ufeful part of the Creatures 
Tame, Docible, Traéable and. Submifirve, *-while 
the lefs needful Part are left Wild, and at War with 
us? Should the Sovereign Lord of ‘this’ Globe afm 
the Creatures againft ‘us, ecaufe them‘to declare an 
Univerfal War with Mankind, and let them loafe to 
the Exercife but of that Strength, and 'thofe 'Wedpors 
which he ‘has given them; Nay, fhould the ‘but re. 


move that Fear and Awe df Man that ftands fred in 


their Nature, how ufeldfs woulll they be to Mankind, 


and with what Difficulties fhould we live 5 what‘a 
Turn would it give'to Trade, what-a univerfal Rop 
to ‘all manner of Commerce ? ee 

If the Horfe would not be Rid, nor the Ox Draw, 


¥f your Sheep were not the tameft, quieteft, fub- 
miffivet Creatures im the World, that lay their 
Throats downto your Knift, and their Backs to the 
go into your very Slaugh- 


ene tyes ee 
: it neh cei oes ea : 


rr iP eee ee 
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of a Butcher, and a few Men in every Village fup- 
plying us with Provifions, all Bufinefs would be fet 
apart, and we fhould be forc’d to turn Hunters, Ar- 
chers and Gunners, for our Food; your Country 
would all be thrown open, and turn’d into Common 5 
and enclofing of Land, would be only to keep Cat- 
tle out, not to keep them in 3 Property in Cattle 
would ceafe, The Ox, would, no more, know, his 
Owner, nor the Afs bis Mafter Crib ; the Horfe would 
fhew you his Heels, and the Cow her Horns: The 
Dog would Bark at you, not for you, and Hunt for 
himfelf, not for your Table: You muft Draw your 
own Ploughs, and carry your own Burthens: The 
Ladies muft go on Foot, and the Kings and Queens, 
be content with the Services and Labours of their own 
Kind : Commerce would ceafe, and no more People 
could Dwell in a Country, than the Land itfelf would 
Maintain, 

' How Blind then, mult thofe People be, that can 
look round them on the Difpofition of the Creation, 
How fubjeé&ed to Man’s Authority, and adapted to 
his Ufe, and not acknowledge the Infinite Superin- 
tendency of Invifible Providence ? 

If fuch Depravity refts ftill on the Minds of any 


_ Creature, vefted with Reafon, I can only recom- 


mend to him, the Exercife of his Reafon, upon fome 
fuch Contemplations as thefe ; and whether it will 
lead him to the Gate of that Knowledge, to which 


_ Life and Happine(s is annex’d, I will not determine, 


for that appears to have different Channels of Cone 
Ueyance; but certainly, it will carry him thus far, 
that he muft Immediately conclude, that there is not 
a Power fupreme only, but fupremely Wife, and fu- 
premely Good, which Governs the World. The 
Force thefe Natural Convigtions have on the dark 
Reafon of uninlightned Nations,feems,to me,to he O- 
riginal of that Univerfal Inclination to acknowledge 
a God, where ithas not pleaded God, togive any 
other Difcovery of himelf. 


This is a large Field, and too great to enter into 
here; but the prefent Ufe I fhall make of it, and in- 
deed, the Reafon of my bringing this Subje@ into 
thefe Papers, is this, to let thoughtle(s People fee, 
how Providence concurrsin, and feems to have pre- 
pared the World for Commerces affifts us in the Dili- 
gent Purfuit of needful Improvement, and feems to 
expe& Trade should be Preferved, Encouraged, and 
Extended by all Honeft and Prudent Methods, as 


a fated Provifion, made for the Support and Main- 


tenance, Employment and Improvement of his Crea- 
tures, efpecially for mutual Affiftance, Comfort, 
and Support of Nations and Families, where more 
People are collected, than the bare Fruits of the 
Earth can maintain, 
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me Put md 


Without thefe Mcthods of Trade, t 
tion of what the Wifdom of God had 
World with, could not have been madé ¢ ° 
figned, no doubt, for univerfal Ule, | 
Nature in proper Receptacles, “could not b 
to the feveral Parts, ve — — wi 
Wines, Oyls, Silks, Fruits, lron, Magi 
Wool, Briadiene ard fundry otli¢r Goods 
France, Spain, Italy, €.. would not have: 
the Delightful Hub‘cations, Actommod 
Comfortable Living of the Inhabitants, w 
Gold and Ivory of Afric, the Silver of Hs 
America; the Lead andTin of Britain, 
of Swedeland, the Sugar and Tabacco of t 
the Furrsof the North, and the Spices of thy 
none, or very few of which, are tound in all” 
Delicious Countries of France, Spain, or Italy. ¥ 

Shall any tell me, that God in his Infinite P5 
dence did not guide Nations, by invitible Direct 
into Trade, and lead them by the Hand, into 
Methods, Manner, and Confequences, to ¥ 
Commerce both eafy and ufeful? a 

The very Pofition of Things, inthe World, 
confound the Oppofer of fuch a plain Al’ertion ; 
Navigation of Rivers letting us into the very | 
els and Center of Courtries, from whence the Gre 
and Produce of thofe Countries, otherwile too ts 
for any tolerable Conveyance, is to be brought av 
The Natural Affiftance of long undifcovered Gu 
to Navigation, fuch as the fix’d Stars, Magnet 
the wonderful Affiftance of Humane Art, dt 
led by Experience, in the meer PerfeGtion of the 
ence of Navigation; the furnifhing all Maris 
Nations with Materials for Shipping, and the | 
as they are inftanc’d before, to be Foundations 
Commerce, fo they are undeniable Teltimonies, 1 
of the Infinite Foreknowledge of Divine Wild 
and of the Appointments Providence had made 
the Employing and Improving the eople that w 
tocome upon this Earth. 

The Encreafe of this Commerce, there! 
ceives its Rife from the daily Dilcoveries mi 
more, of what lies treafur’d apift 17 wes 
Earth, re the Reakte Parts of U amnnabines 
mates, and Unnavigat ays, Ci i 
Retreats of the Was Meh, flee | fh 
Things has met with wonderful § ie 
ger of Providence has been morethat ulvally 4 
in the bringing Things to Light tm thele tttiix 
ges of Trade, which our An . 
and doubtlefs, Providence has: see Jt imi 
Neds ofundiftovered Advantacesii Teade, r 

ncourage the Induftry, and Reward the Hay 
of enquiring Pofterity Be Ses fome of which, perha 
thefe Sheets may make no unpleafant Enquiry, 


ay 
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